                                    HQ USAF ROD AND GUN CLUB

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL

(1 Sep 04 - 31 Aug 04)

The HQ USAF Rod and Gun Club provides opportunities for outdoor enthusiasts, skeet and sporting clay shooters, as well as those hunters and fishermen eager to experience that part of Virginia, Maryland, and the surrounding area which are off the beaten path.  One of the best benefits from club membership is the chance to meet sportsmen who have been in the area for years and to share in their knowledge of the region’s outdoor activities. 


A substantial portion of club membership must be regular  members, i.e., active duty and civilian Air Force personnel assigned to organizations supported by the HQ USAF Special Fund (working inside the Pentagon). Applications for associate membership, i.e., AF Orgs outside of HQ USAF, sister services, other DOD civilian and DOD retired personnel, will be accepted on a space available basis.  

Basic membership dues provide access to the Club Internet newsletter, special club rate clay bird sports, and other club-wide activities. Hunting and Fishing Division fees add access to upland game hunting preserve shoots, guided hunts, salt and fresh water charter fishing trips, all at substantially reduced rates, plus other activities as organized by Club membership.  Family membership covers immediate family members who qualify as dependents.  

MEMBERSHIP FORM
NAME: _______________________________________________  RANK: ____________________

BRANCH OF SERVICE: ___________________AD/CIV/RET/DEP_________________________

ADDRESS: __________________________________________CITY: ________________________

STATE: _______________ ZIP CODE: __________-________

HOME PHONE: (______)__________________ WORK PHONE: (______)___________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS [FOR CLUB NOTICES]: ___________________________________________
OFFICE SYMBOL: ________________ ROOM: ___________ BLDG: ___________

TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP:   ___NEW ___ RENEWAL    

WILL HELP WITH:
 ___ MEMBERSHIP 

___ HUNTING ACTIVITIES

      ___ SPECIAL EVENTS
___ FISHING ACTIVITIES
___NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE

I HAVE:  Boat___
Canoe___
ATV___
Pointer___
Retriever___

               








               For Optional Family Membership    

DUES: 1.  Choose one of the following:



add (Covers immediate family):

    a. HQ USAF assigned OFFICER
 
___ ($20.00)…  + …
___ ($10.00)


 If new applicant


___ (Waived)…
 + …
___ ($10.00)

    b. HQ USAF assigned ENLISTED

___ (Free  )…    + …
___ ($10.00)

    c. HQ USAF assigned CIVILIAN 

___ ($20.00)…
 + …
___ ($10.00)


 If new applicant


___ (Waived)…
 + …
___ ($10.00)

    d. ASSOCIATE MEMBERS


___ ($30.00)…
 + …
___ ($10.00)
FEES:
 2.  Choose one of the following:

       Regular Mbr / Associate  +  Family

    a. FISHING DIVISION


___ ($20.00) or___ ($30.00) +__ ($10.00)

    b. HUNTING DIVISION:


___ ($25.00) or___ ($35.00) +__ ($15.00)

    c. BOTH FISHING & HUNTING:

___ ($35.00) or___ ($50.00) +__ ($15.00)





GRAND TOTAL (BOTH COLUMNS):  $ ___________

I certify that I am affiliated with the Air Force or am a member, employee, or retired member or employee of the DoD or a component service as stated above.  I understand that safety is my responsibility and that I may participate in Club activities only while I do so safely, while properly licensed, and while mindful of the ethics of sportsmanship and the rights of others.








_______________________________









       [Signature]

MAIL TO: Capt Gene Cummins, 3434 Austin Ct., Alexandria, VA 22310

BASIC GUN SAFETY

In the not too distant past, our Club members had a number of close calls involving firearms in the field.  No one intentionally made the mistakes that led to the close calls, but that makes it all the more imperative that we constantly think and talk safety so that mistakes like these don’t seriously injure one of us or you!
Close calls:

1) Member borrowed gun and was unsure how the safety operated.  Pulled trigger while he and his partners were loading up before setting the dogs loose.  Gun was loaded, safety was “off”, gun fired into air within 10 feet of two other hunters and their guide.

2) Dog broke point after flushing low bird.  Member shot at bird, thinking he had sufficient clearance above dog.  Wounded dog.

3) Member shot at low bird, not seeing hunting partner walking up from a slough.  Shot pelted members hunting coat but no injury.

4) Member was located in middle of three man drive.  Bird flushed from the right of his group but flew straight across to the left side of his group.  Middle gun shot at passing bird missing guide’s head by inches.

5) Member took what appeared to be clear shot at low bird, not seeing a dog from group in nearby field that wandered into member’s field.  Close but no apparent injury to dog.

Basic rules:

1) Know your equipment before you get in the field.

2) Treat every gun as if it is loaded.

3) Don’t put your finger inside the trigger guard until you are prepared to take a safe shot.

4) Control the muzzle of your weapon.  NEVER allow it to point at or even close to another person, dog, building, truck, . . .  or any unintended target.

5) Maintain your situational awareness every minute you are in the field.  Communicate with your partners when you see stray dogs or other hunters in your hunting area that your partners may not have noticed.

6) Be a good sport.  Pen-raised birds will often fly low – if one doesn’t give you a clear, safe shot, pass it up.  No bird is worth the life or a disabling injury to one of your partners, your hunting dogs, or you!  Besides, you can flush it again, and chances are it will give you a better, more sporting target.







